PREFACE

T. Washington is due to the simple fact that here in Amer-
ica we are all in the end going up or down together; and
therefore, in the long run, the man who makes a substan?
tial contribution toward uplifting any part of the com-
munity has helped to uplift all of the community./^Wher-
ever in our land the Negro remains uneducated, and
liable to criminal suggestion, it is absolutely certain that
the whites will themselves tend to tread the paths of bar-
barism; and wherever we find the colored people as a
whole engaged in successful work to better themselves,
and respecting both themselves and others, there we shall
also find the tone of the white community high^

The patriotic white man with an interest in the welfare
of this country is almost as heavily indebted to Booker T.
Washington as the colored men themselves.

If there is any lesson, more essential than any other,
for this country to learn, it is the lesson that the enjoyment
of rights should'be made conditional upon the performance
of duty. For one failure in the history of our country
which is due to the people not asserting their rights, there
are hundreds due to their not performing their duties.
This is just as true of the White Man as it is of the Colored
Man. But it is a lesson even more important to be taught
the Colored Man, because the Negro starts at the bottom
of the ladder and will never develop the strength to climb
even a single rung if he follow the lead of those who dwell
only upon their rights and not upon their duties. He has
a hard road to travel anyhow. He is certain to be treated
with much injustice, and although he will encounter